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Current Facts about 
Colorectal Cancer:

The #1 hereditary cause of colorectal cancer is called Lynch syndrome 

(also known as Hereditary Nonpolyposis Colorectal Cancer or HNPCC).

Put’s people 
at an 80% 
greater risk 
of developing 
colon cancer.4

>80%

In 2018, there will be  
~140,250 new diagnoses  

of colorectal cancer 1

Colorectal cancer will  
be responsible for over  

50,000 deaths1

Inherited mutations will 
cause over ~14,000 cases 

of colorectal cancer 2

In Hereditary  
Colorectal Cancer,

Knowledge  
Is Power
– and here’s what  
you need to know.

Accounts  
for 3-5% of  
all colorectal       

cancers.3

affected family  
members are found  
to have colorectal  
disease by age 50.4

1 in every 4

By age 70 there  

is up to an 82% 
greater risk  

for colorectal cancer.5,6     

Colorectal cancer is preventable  

    – and knowledge gives you the 

        power to make better decisions. 

  
Increases  
risk of  
colon  
cancer.

3-5%

Cancer risk matters.
In addition to colorectal cancer, Lynch syndrome  increases risk for many other cancers:

Cancer risk matters.

Lynch syndrome can also lead to multiple cancer diagnoses.

Endometrial 
cancer by 

Stomach  
cancer by 

Ovarian  
cancer by up  

to 71%7 up  
to 19%3 up  

to 15%7

People with Lynch syndrome who have been diagnosed  with one cancer have a 50% greater risk  of developing a second cancer within 15 years.7

Family and personal history matters  

when determining your hereditary risk.

Lynch syndrome is caused by gene mutations  

involved in the repair of DNA replication errors.

First or second degree relative 

with colorectal or endometrial 

cancer before age 50

2 or more relatives with a lynch 

syndrome cancer, one  

before age 50

Three or more relatives with a 

lynch syndrome cancer at any age

Colorectal or endometrial  

cancer before age 50

2 or more Lynch syndrome  

cancers at any age

Known Lynch syndrome  

mutation in the family

Millions of people may face the risk of colon cancer in their lifetimes – genetic testing can be used to determine increased risk.

Genetics, family and personal history  matters – armed with the right knowledge,  preventative actions can be taken.

These cancer-causing  

gene mutations run in families.
Your personal medical history is  

also important in determining risk.

The following red flags in your 

personal medical history may 

help identify if you would benefit 

from genetic testing.7

Genetic  testing for gene mutations associated with  Lynch syndrome helps identify people who may be  at risk for colorectal and other cancers.

Colonoscopy reduces  
colorectal cancer  
mortality by 72%9

 

72% Surgical removal of  
the uterus & ovaries  
reduces the risk  
up to 100% 

100% 

risk of cancer may increase with age.
risk of cancer may increase with age.

Medical management may help to reduce your  cancer risk or detect cancer earlier.Preventive measures may significantly reduce the risk of colorectal cancer.

Family and personal history matters  

when determining your hereditary risk. 

Knowing about a hereditary cancer mutation 
                       can help people to be a “Previvor”.

Colorectal cancer is preventable  

    – and knowledge gives you the 

        power to make better decisions. 

When decisions matter most – Genetic testing gives you the power of knowledge.
Go to www.hereditarycancerquiz.com to see if you may be appropriate to be tested.

Previvors  
know:

Previvors are people with a predisposition to cancer, like a  
hereditary cancer mutation who have not had cancer.

Lynch syndrome:

MYRIAD SUPPORTS

COLON
CANCER

MONTH
AWARENESS

The following three red flags  

in family history may indicate an  

increased risk forLynch syndrome.7

8

https://www.cancer.org/cancer/colon-rectal-cancer/about/key-statistics.html
https://www.cancer.net/cancer-types/lynch-syndrome
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Strafford%20JC%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=22582126
https://lynchcancers.com

